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PRESS RELEASE

20TH Anniversary North Carolina Vietnam Veterans Memorial Salute

The most visited memorial on the “Union Square” State Capital grounds here in Raleigh is the Vietnam Memorial entitled “The Last Firefight.” The memorial has many unique qualities about it, it is the only memorial on the capital grounds designed and sculptured by a woman, it is the only memorial on the grounds that depicts an African-American and a Hispanic-American. On this Memorial Day, 2007 the memorial will be 20 years old.

The North Carolina Vietnam Veterans, Inc. is having a 20th Anniversary Salute on Friday and Saturday, May 25th and 26th 2007 at the memorial site. Since the dedication in May 1987, NCVVI and the Marine Corps Reserve have held a ceremony “Calling out the Names” of the North Carolina soldiers still unaccounted for in South East Asia. This ceremony held the 1st Saturday of the month at 12:00 noon with guest clubs, organizations and veterans groups participating in the service.

Events:

   Friday May 25th at 7:30 PM a candle lighting service will be held to honor the 

       men and women who gave all and the still unaccounted for. Air Force General 

       Norman Gaddis who spent 6 years as a POW at the famous Hanoi Hilton will be 

       the speaker. The public is invited to attend.

   Saturday May 26th, at 10:00 AM a taped reading of the names of 1600+ soldiers from 

       North Carolina, made at the original dedication, that lost their life in South East

       Asia. At 2:00 The Anniversary Salute will be held with guest speakers, 

       Marine General Al Gray, the original dedication speaker, later to become Marine 

       Commandant, and Abbe Godwin the sculpture. NCVVI’s small wall replica of the 

       National Vietnam Memorial Wall, along with military displays and music will also

       be on the capital grounds. The public is invited to attend

NCVVI is raising funds for the Anniversary Salute and all donations are appreciated.

Contributions should be made to NCVVI memorial salute.

For additional information call 919-434-7345, mail to NCVVI 20th Anniversary Salute, PO Box 20872, Raleigh, NC 27619 or on line at www.ncvvi.org.
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